Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: _________________

Core Democratic Values (CDV)

Read each passage below. After you have read them, use the CDV list and determine which one best fits the reading. Write the CDV on the line. It is possible for more than one CDV to fit the passage.


1

Brandy – “Hey Douglas, let’s go over there and break into that car.”

Douglas – “No way! If we do that we’ll get into trouble!”

Brandy – “Don’t worry. My cousin’s a cop. If we get caught, he’ll get us out of trouble.”

Douglas – “But we have to obey the law, just like your cousin. And it’s important that your cousin tells the truth, just like us, so that everybody is living in a safe and productive nation. As an officer of the government, we have to be able to trust that he’ll ALWAYS do the right thing so we feel safe.”


The CDV that best fits this situation is __________________________________________.

2
Jackie – “Hey Kathy, did you hear that Daniel spent the weekend trying to break the Guinness World Record for standing on his head?”

Kathy – “What?!?!?”

Jackie – “Yeah. I heard he stood on his head for 22 hours straight on Saturday.”

Kathy – “Did he hurt anybody or bother anybody else while he was doing it?”

Jackie – “No, but doesn’t that seem stupid?”

Kathy – “Well, I could think of better ways to spend my time. But since he didn’t interfere with my personal rights, it doesn’t bother me and it shouldn’t bother you.”

Daniel has this right according to the following CDV ______________________________________

3
Brandy – “Hey, how come the police stopped that man last night for breaking into your house?”

Jeff – “Are you kidding?! He robbed us!”

Brandy – “Yeah, but he was only 19 years old and didn’t have money. He was just trying to get some food.”

Jeff – “That might be true, but there is a CDV that says we ALL have to follow the same rules and that he is going to get punished the same as  a 50 year old woman who doesn’t need the money. That’s a way to make sure that everybody is seen equally in the eyes of the law and that the law doesn’t play favorites.” 

CDV _________________________

4
Robert – “Hey Andre, what’s with Mr. Wesley’s pink Barbie tie?”

Andre  - “What’s wrong with it?”

Robert – “Now he’s eating a live grasshopper. That’s nasty!”

Andre – “He can eat whatever he wants and wear whatever he wants, so leave him alone.”

Mr. Wesley is free to eat and wear whatever he wants as long as it doesn’t interfere with others. 

This behavior is encouraged by the following CDV  _____________________________________ .

5
Beth – “Did you see that news video last night about the old lady and the burglar?”

Mary – “No, I was too busy studying like Mr. Wesley asked me to. What happened?”

Beth – “Some guy broke into an old lady’s house and threatened her. Instead of listening to the guy, she grabbed a broom and started beating him with it!”

Mary – “What did the guy do?”

Beth – “She hit him so many times that it knocked him unconscious. Then she called the cops.”

Mary – “According to what we learned in history class, she was allowed to do that to protect her right to  ---------------- .”

What CDV allowed the lady to protect herself? _______________________________

6
Lawrence – “Did your family get out and vote during the election on November 11?”

Maggie – “No, they said they were too busy. But I tried to get everybody I knew to go.”

Lawrence – “It’s a shame that they couldn’t make it. Did you know they could fill out an absentee ballot?”

Maggie – “Yeah, I know. But my family forgot about it. I tried to explain how important it is.”

Lawrence – “Try explaining that the people have the right to decide what the government does. If we don’t make sure the power comes from us, then they could get out of control.”

What Lawrence said is true. The government’s power is up to us according to the following CDV

_____________________________________________

7
Kerry – “Did you see that guy at the football game last week that painted his face red white and blue?”

Thomas – “Yeah. He looked odd. Not only was his face painted, but his clothes were all red, white and blue also.”

Kerry – “You know he is just showing how much he enjoys living in our country.”

Thomas – “I know. Just like the people who fly the U.S. flag on Veteran’s Day.”

The face-painter and flying the flag is a show of this CDV __________________________________

8
Paige – “Isn’t it unfair how some people aren’t able to afford to go to the doctor’s office? I thought our country gave everybody the chance to see the doctor.”

Justin – “Well, it’s like you said. Everybody has the CHANCE to see the doctor. The doctor isn’t allowed to turn people away. But, it isn’t free either.”

Paige – “What do you mean?”

Justin – “While the CDV’s say that we are entitled to equal treatment, it also says that people are allowed to be economically free. Doctor’s have a right to make money, the same as us.”

Paige – “Which core democratic value says that?”

The CDV that Justin is talking about is _______________________________________

9
Bryan – “Michigan State was a cool place. I think I might want to go to college there.”

Jaimee – “You can’t go there. I heard that Michigan State doesn’t like students that had Mr. Wesley for   social studies.”

Bryan – “I heard that too. But it’s just a rumor.”

Jaimee – “How do you know that?”

Bryan – “don’t you remember the core democratic values?”

Jaimee – “Yeah. Why?”

Bryan – “Because one of them says that all people are to be treated fairly and nobody can favor a group or hold anything against them. We all have the same advantages.”

Which CDV is Bryant talking about? ____________________________________________

10
Mr. Wesley – “Hey Ms. LaBarge. Why do we have to pay taxes?”

Ms. LaBarge – “What do you mean?”

Mr. Wesley – “Why do I work so hard for my money, only to have the government take it back through taxes?”

Ms. LaBarge – “Our tax money goes to help a lot of good causes. They pay for our schools, hospitals, fire departments, police vehicles…….I could go on and on.”

Mr. Wesley – “But isn’t it against the law to take my money? Isn’t it the same as stealing?”

Ms. LaBarge – “Unbelievable. I thought you were a history teacher. No it’s not stealing. We trust the government to make laws that help all of us. People work together and pay taxes because it is good for everyone. Taxes are just one way we help each other. There are many more.”

Mr. Wesley – “You’re right Ms. LaBarge. You are the smartest teacher alive. You should teach these kids all day because it appears that I don’t know anything.”

Ms. LaBarge – “That’s not true. Did you know that we are currently using one of the CDV’s simply by being here?”

Mr. Wesley – “Which CDV is that?”

Ms. LaBarge – “As teachers, we are paid by the community to work together to further the career of this students. In return, these students will continue to lead this country when we retire.”

What CDV is Ms. LaBarge talking about? _______________________________________________

-Life					-Equality	


-Liberty					-Diversity


-Pursuit of Happiness			-Popular Sovereignty


-Justice					-Patriotism


-Common Good				-Truth








